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one members, of whom eleven bore the title of
"Mister/* was a plantation covenant, the political
counterpart of the church covenant which bound
together every Separatist community. It pro-
vided that the people should live together in a
peaceable and orderly manner under civil authori-
ties of their own choosing, and was the first of
many such covenants entered into by New Eng-
land towns, not defining a government but bind-
ing the settlers to unite politically as they had
already done for religious worship. John Carver,
who had been chosen governor on the Mayflower,
was confirmed as governor of the settlement and
given one assistant. After their goods had been
set on shore and a few cottages built, the whole
body "mette and consulted of lawes and orders,
both for their civil and military governmente,
still adding therunto as urgent occasion in severall
times, and as cases did require."

Of this courageous but sorely stricken com-
munity more than half died before the first winter
was over. But gradually the people became ac-
climated, new colonists came out, some from the
community at Leyden, in the Fortune, the Anne,
the Charity* and the Handmaid, and the numbers
steadily increased. The settlers were in the